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What is a Short Field Landing?

● Clears obstacles
● Minimal float
● Pre-set touchdown point
● Stop in minimal distance 
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When do we execute a Short Field Landing?
● Short runway
● Obstructions
● No Go-Arounds
● In the following conditions:

○ Hot or Humid
○ High Elevation
○ High Density Altitude

● Tailwind
● LAHSO
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How do we execute a Short Field Landing?
1. Normal landing prep, calculations
2. Select touchdown point
3. Wider-than-normal pattern
4. Fly published speed or 1.3 Vso
5. Touchdown within 200ft. beyond touchdown point

a. Obstacles? Steep angle
b. Short runway? Shallow

6. AFH: hold pitch for aerodynamic braking
7. Retract flaps, maximum braking to full stop
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Some Common Errors 

● Failure to review performance charts
● Failure to establish/maintain stabilized approach
● Overly steep approach + high sink rate
● Removal of hand from throttle
● Too slow, unable to flare properly - hard landing
● Premature reducing power to idle - hard landing
● Too fast - floating
● Inadequate braking
● Failure to recognize/abort  poor approach
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Important ACS
● Maintain stabilized approach
● 1.3 Vso, +10/-5 knots*
● Touchdown at recommended airspeed
● Touchdown within 200ft.** beyond selected point

○ No side drift, minimum float, on centerline
● Execute Go-Around if unsafe/outside tolerances 

* Commercial ACS +/-5 knots
** Commercial ACS 100ft.
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Private Pilot ACS
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